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ABT’s financial performance reflects a 
continuing recovery in its core mining 
services market from the impact of the 
global financial crisis. 
 
Revenue levels were bolstered by a strong 
recovery in the Australian mining sector, 
particularly with ABT’s existing customer 
base that have benefited from improved 
commodity prices, reversing the trend of 
the previous year where higher export 
sales and development income offset 
weaker Australian sales. 
 
ABT’s CEO Ken Johnsen noted that an 
important element in the recovery of sales 
within the Australian mining industry was 
increasing customer up-take of a fail-safe 
SIBS driveline brake for larger trucks such 
as concrete agitators. 
 
“Mine safety inspectors, particularly in 
Queensland and Western Australia, are 
paying much more attention to road going 
heavy rigid trucks used in underground 
mines,” Ken said. 
 
“ABT’s new ‘Agi Brake’ is providing 
operators of such equipment a means to 
significantly improve the safety of these 
vehicles with the provision of an auxiliary 
and autonomous emergency brake.” 
 
Based on an improving inquiry rate and 
volume of requests for quotations, 
indications are that this sales growth will 
continue, particularly as overseas sales 
benefit from the global economic recovery, 
however it is still premature to provide any 
indications of the Company’s full-year 
prospects. 
 
“We are pleased with this very creditable 
first half financial performance, which  >> 
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We are now getting interest from some 
of Australia’s heavy hitters in the mining 
industry - all of which are searching for a 
solution to the widespread and serious 
issue of mine site brake failure,” said 
CEO of ABT, Ken Johnsen. 
“I’m sure the view expressed by the 
Queensland Mines Inspectorate is a view 
echoed by all of the States’ safety 
departments. 
“The issue is not going to go away and 
that’s why I believe we’ll see more and 
more companies take up the SIBS 
technology.” 
ABT will be presenting papers at two 
major mine safety conferences this year: 
in Western Australia (late May) and in 
Queensland (early June). The scope of 
ABT’s presentation will include a case 
study on the development, testing and 
in-field implementation of a fail safe 
auxiliary braking system for heavy rigid 
vehicles.  
For further details, please contact Ken 
Johnsen at ABT on (08) 9273 4800 or 
email him at  

ken.johnsen@advancedbraking.com. 

ABT finds improving ABT finds improving ABT finds improving ABT finds improving 
business climatebusiness climatebusiness climatebusiness climate        

GIVEN the incidents of so-called 
“uncontrolled vehicle movements” in 
recent times, the message about vehicle 
safety on mine sites is surely getting out 
there. 
Unsurprisingly, prevalent in this rogues 
gallery of unwanted incidents are vehicle 
accidents caused by brake failures. 
Already, the focus of attention being 
given to mine sites throughout Australia 
via the respective State mines 
inspectorates, has zeroed in on the 
inadequacies of standard vehicle brakes 
in harsh off-road conditions. 
In late 2009 for instance, the 
Queensland Department of Mines and 
Energy released a Safety Bulletin about 
the lack of effective brakes on rigid on-
highway trucks being used in off-highway 
conditions at mines. It said there have 
been a number of fatal accidents and 
serious injuries involving inadequate 
braking. It went on to claim most 
incidents involved trucks used by 
contractors, and suggested that lesser 
standards were being accepted on some 
contractors’ equipment compared to 
mines’ equipment.  
Most damning was the recognition that 
the abrasive nature of most mining dusts 
caused rapid wear and could clog affect 
the effectiveness of the brakes’ 
performance. ABT is now going on the 
offensive to ensure that life threatening 
risks to operators are mitigated as much 
as possible.  

Targeted efforts are being made to 
keep all informed on the critical work 
that is being done by ABT precisely in 
this area of vehicle brakes. 
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reflects a relatively rapid and strong 
recovery from the impact of the GFC in 
our core markets,” Ken said. 

“This trading result demonstrates that the 
Company is well positioned for further 
growth and underlines the importance of 
a diversified product range and 
geographic reach to insulate the 
Company from sectorial fluctuations. 

“The recovery in Australian mining sector 
has had the greatest impact on the 
results but events of the recent 12 
months have reinforced the importance 
for the Company of breaking into a 
mainstream market with our garbage 
truck brake, which is currently nearing 
the end of its development phase.” 

Ken added that the garbage truck project 
was on track to achieve a “Proof of 
Concept” sign-off on 31 March 2010, 
representing the next critical milestone in 
its commercial development. 

“The successful development of the 
garbage truck brake will herald a new 
phase in the Company’s growth as we 
transition from a supplier to niche and 
specialty markets into mainstream global 
markets,” he said. 

“It also points to other opportunities in 
the heavy vehicle sector such as city 
busses and other frequently stopping 
vehicles.” 
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ONGOING development at ABT has resulted in the commencement of a current trial to 
further improve the performance of the Electronically Modulated Mechanically Applied 
(EMMA) pump assembly’s tank. 
 
The EMMA pump assembly is a stand-alone unit fitted usually in the engine bay of the 
vehicle. The pump is designed to provide the hydraulic pressure to release the 
emergency park pistons on the rear SIBS brakes. The standard pump assembly is 
supplied with a high-quality plastic tank which stores the hydraulic fluid. 
 
While no major issues have been reported about the plastic tanks, ABT has moved to 
design and test a metal tank in a bid to assess if the unit will withstand the effects of 
significantly higher engine-bay temperatures. Tank testing has only just commenced and 
results are expected to be known shortly. 
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THERE are a couple of new faces at ABT. 
Stephen Wilkinson Stephen Wilkinson Stephen Wilkinson Stephen Wilkinson joined the team in 
early November as the new Regional 
Sales Manager for the East Coast and NZ. 
He has an extensive background in the 
automotive industry, having most recently 
been the business development manager 
at Sprintex Superchargers. 
Also new to the ABT team is Rob Rob Rob Rob 
HuntjensHuntjensHuntjensHuntjens. Rob joined in early January as 
the new Regional Sales Manager for WA/
SA/NT. Rob has had many years of 
mining industry experience. Prior to ABT, 
Rob was a Sales Director at Promac – a 
specialist equipment supplier to the mining 
industry. 
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PRODUCT testing conducted over the past few months has resulted in a further 
improvement of the SIBS system. 
With immediate effect, ABT has now included upgraded EMMA hydraulic hoses as 
standard. 
There are no issues for customers running their current SIBS brakes which feature the 
superceded specification hoses. When the time comes for them to replace their hoses, 
they will be sent the upgraded spec hoses instead. All new SIBS brakes ordered from 
hereon in will include the upgraded hoses as standard. 
For further information, please contact our Customer Service department via email or 
phone (08) 9273 4800 during business hours. 

Both Stephen (left) and Rob (right) are always on the road but can be 
contacted by phoning (08) 9273 4800. 


